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1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-8 and 
19 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground (s) of rejection. 

2, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-6, 8 and 19 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ernest (US 4,879,592). 

With regard to claim 1, Ernest discloses in Figs. 1 and 2, 
a- camera apparatus that comprises the photographing device 
(camera apparatus 10, col. 2, line 51), an optical lens (lens 
system 11) , a photographing unit for taking an image of a 
subject imaged through the optical lens (CCD sensor 12), light 
quantity adjustment unit for partially adjusting a light 
quantity of the image of said subject, which is provided in an 
optical path of light carrying the image of said subject and 
between said optical lens and said photographing unit 
(combination of variable aperture iris diaphragm 14 and color 
component shutter 24 is used to control light quantity of the 
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object image by varying the iris diaphragm, col. 3, lines 34 and 
col. 4, lines 25-50), and light quantity adjustment unit is a 
unit for adjusting the light quantity of the image of said 
subject for each color channel of said photographing unit when 
the image is taken by said photographing unit (Figs. 4A-4F show 
operations of shutter 24 where blades 34 and 36 are used to 
display filters R, G and B; where the iris working in 
combination with the color shutter adjusts the light intensity 
or quantity of the object for each color channel) . 

With regard to claim 2, Ernest discloses in Figs. 1 and 2, 
a camera apparatus that comprises the light quantity adjustment 
unit is a unit for relatively reducing a light quantity of an 
area corresponding to a bright portion of the image of the 
subject (the combination of the iris 14 and color shutter 24 
reduces the light quantity of the subject image in overall by 
reducing the size of an iris aperture; therefore, the iris 
inherently reduces the a bright portion of an area of the 
image) . 

With regard to claim 3, Ernest discloses in Figs. 1 and 2, 
a camera apparatus that comprises the light quantity adjustment 
unit is a unit for relatively increasing a light quantity of an 
area corresponding to a dark portion of the image of said 
subject when the image is taken by said photographing unit (the 
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combination of the iris 14 and color shutter 24 can increase the 
light quantity of the subject image in overall by increasing the 
iris aperture; therefore, the iris inherently increases the a 
dark portion of an area image) . 

With regard to claim 5, Ernest discloses in Figs. 1 and 2, 
a camera apparatus that comprises the photographing unit is an 
image pickup device (CCD sensor 12, col- 2, line 59). 

With regard to claim 6, Ernest discloses in Figs. 1 and 2, 
a camera apparatus that comprises the a filter through which the 
light carrying the image of said subject is transmitted and is a 
light transmittance variable filter which changes a light 
transmittance of an area corresponding to a portion of the image 
of said subject where the light quantity is adjusted (color 
shutter 24 is a light transmittance variable filter since the 
shutter can change the filter in three different color R, G and 
B; where the color filters inherently change the light 
transmittance of an area corresponding to a portion a an image) . 

With regard to claim 8, Ernest discloses in Figs. 1 and 2, 
a camera apparatus that comprises the light quantity adjustment 
unit is disposed at a position deviating from an imaging 
position where the image of the subject is imaged by the optical 
lens (color shutter 24 can be moved in a deviating position (up 
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or down) from an imaging position in order to change the light 
transmittance of the color shutter as shown in Figs 4A-4F) . 

With regard to claim 19, Ernest discloses in Figs. 1 and 2, 
a camera apparatus that comprises the wherein when the 
photographing unit is a unit for reading the image of said 
subject photoelectrically , information on an adjustment of the 
light quantity in said light quantity adjustment unit is 
recorded and held together with image data read after the 
adjustment has been made by said light quantity adjustment unit 
(camera apparatus 10 of Ernest is a still video camera, col. 2, 
lines 68 and col. 3, line 1 and Fig. 1; therefore, a recording 
circuit and a recording memory are inherently included in the 
camera so as to store images after shooting; and an object image 
taken by the camera apparatus after passing through the iris and 
shutter to the CCD image sensor is converted into a video 
signal; where the image is read by preamp 22 and processed by 
video processing 18; it is noted that the video image data is 
inherently included adjustment information and recorded into the 
memory) . 

3. Claim 7 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 



Application/Control Number: 09/810,33 9 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2 615 

form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims . 

4. Claims 9-18 are allowed. 

5- Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136 (a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (703) 272-7365. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's acting supervisor, Thai Tran can be 
reached on (703) 272-7950. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
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